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Turkish and Armenian Youth Parted in Tears (An exemplary project in the name of peace)
The collaboration of Helsinki Citizens Assembly in Turkey and in Armenia brought together 12 university students each from Turkey and Armenia for a summer school in Antakya between 9th and 17th of August. The students having formed close friendships in the duration of ten days could not help their tears on departure. 

The Turkish and Armenian branches of the Helsinki Citizens Assembly worked together to assemble 12 Turkish and 12 Armenian students in Antakya for a summer school between 9th and 17th of August. The project; realized through the help of the European Council, aimed at breaking the enmity and prejudice between two societies who have lived together in peace for centuries. Individuals from both sides would have to get to know each other in order for this to come true. 
Turkey for Armenians was a hostile land of men sworn to kill off an entire people. The Turkish youth recognized Armenia as constantly opposing Turkey in the international arena; blackening its name. As apparent from a research conducted by TESEV (Turkish Economic and Social Studies Foundation) and HASA (Sociological and Marketing Research Center in Armenia)  and published by Hurriyet; the sides had completely erroneous views of each other; meaning that everyone had an infinite number of question marks and doubts about the “other”.

The Bus Ride

24 university students; 12 men and 12 women, flew from İstanbul to Adana to later take a bus from Adana to Antakya. The bus ride saw an “over-mingling” of the students from both countries as put by some of the “older” lecturers in the group. They sang and discovered common words and customs. 
Lectures were accompanied by study groups in Antakya. These groups presented folklore, prepared a practical little glossary and a single paged newspaper entitled “Gamats Gamats/Nice and Slow”. 
The ten-day summer school saw the formation of such close and firm friendships between Turkish and Armenian students that separation wasn’t received easily by many of the participants; most cried extensively. There were tearful hugs as the participants exchanged addresses and talked about getting back together. Some Armenian students had even started looking into master’s programs in Turkey to continue their education with. One of the “older” lecturers talked about how the young men and women had become “blood brothers” very fast and how it was “amazing to see children who grew up with negative images of the Turk now mingling with Turkish kids.” 

The name of the newspaper put together every day of the summer school can be presented as the slogan of the whole project: “Gamats Gamats/Nice and Slow”.

The point was to slowly get rid of all prejudices and take “gamats gamats” steps towards friendship and peace. 

Reader Commentaries

This is an attempt to soften Turkish-Armenian relations and to introduce the image of Armenians as nice people who might have a just cause. This will be followed by the opening up of Armenian borders, yielding to “genocide” claims and the argument that we must surrender some provinces to Armenia. People supporting projects as this one must not overlook the intentions that lie beneath them. (Mehmet Kılınç)


I support projects like this as they might help improve Turkish-Armenian relations in the long-term. However; this does not at all mean that I have forgotten about almost 50 innocent diplomats abroad killed brutally by the Armenian terrorist squad ASALA in the 1980s. I have not stopped acknowledging how Armenians still wish and try to divide Turkey either. Of course; one wants to see this “brotherhood” project repeated next year in Armenia as our kids come back from there in tears of joy. (Aydın Tomak)

I heard this on TV in a documentary. French cognac is supposed to make you want to sleep. Armenian cognac is supposed to make you high. In the honor of our new friendship between the two peoples; I have decided to make my long-wished dream come true and fly from Ağrı to Erivan to drink Armenian cognac. (Vakkas Sarıbaş)
